Based on ethnographic research and from an actor-oriented approach,
unlucky microcredit borrowers. On a broader level, the paper analyzes the encounter of the
Introduction
In this paper, we investigate how farmers in Tigray (Ethiopia) have appropriated microcredit programs and how this has contributed to social and institutional change. Contrary to the programs' intentions, but in keeping with their own objectives, farmers have used microcredit to bridge seasonal food gaps and meet deficiencies in seed and draught power. This has caused a number of informal credit, land, and social security institutions to be altered in significance, function, and meaning. The aim of this study is not to deny that microcredit in Ethiopia has increased rural incomes, improved food security, and empowered marginalized groups 
